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OPEN HOUSE FESTIVITIES ~ SEPTEMBER 13

Special treats are planned for the New Members Reception
Pratt House ¢ September 13 « 4:00 pm

Introduce your friends and neighbors to our historical society at our annual autumn
get-together at Pratt House. Meet our new President and Board members and enjoy
the afternoon festivities.

Tour the Pratt House Chair Collection

The Pratt House Chair Collection (see Have A Seat! below) has been re-
searched by archivist Debbie Weinstein who will share her expertise on antique
American furniture the afternoon of the Open House. Debbie is a private col-
lector of antiques and the founder of the Dovetail Stores which featured hand-
crafted reproductions of 18th century American furniture.

Learn about Weaving

In the Pratt House Barn you will be greeted by Mary Ellen Cozzolino who will
demonstrate the working of the spinning wheel and the magic of the loom.

Refreshments ¢« Rain or Shine « Come One, Come All!

HAVE A SEAT! by Debbie Weinstein

Take a stroll through Pratt House and one of
the rst things you will notice is the number of
different chair styles.

In the kitchen, there are country Queen Anne
chairs with rush seats and Spanish Feet. There is
also a charming youth chair with remnants of its
original black paint and part of a stenciled design

- on one back-slat. In the more formal parlor, you
will nd our modest version of the 18th century
Chippendale chair with the characteristic interlaced
carved splat and slip seat. The needlepoint seat cov-
ers were lovingly worked by 20th century Essex
women and signed with their initials. Tucked in a
corner near the replace is a Spanish Foot Corner
chair, sometimes referred to as a Roundabout chair.
There are many explanations for the purpose of a corner chair, including the
theory that it was convenient for a man wearing a sword, but it is probably more

Spanish Foot Corner Chair

— continued on page 5

One of the highlights of last Junes second
grade eld trip to the historical society
was Jane Fullers presentation at the Pratt
House Barn spinning wheel.
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